UNISON WEST MIDLANDS REGIONAL APF COMMITTEE

Minutes of the meeting held at the UNISON Regional Centre, Livery Street, Birmingham on Friday 11th April 2003 

	Minute No.
	Heading
	Action

	01
	PRESENT

Pat Hetherton (Chair), Barry Russell (Vice Chair), Carol Hagans (Birmingham LG), David Hyde/Trevor Bennett (Wyre Forest), Richard Forth/Mick Johnson (Birmingham LG), Philip Clements (Wolverhampton Health No 3), Colin Walton (RC), Eleanor Smith (Black Members SOG), George Jones (Disabled Members SOG) Judy Foster (WM Fire), Lou Gladden (Shropshire).

Also Present

Tony Rabaiotti (Secretary), Hazel Hunt (APF Administrator), Esther Lowe (Shadowing)


	

	02
	APOLOGIES

Charlie Sarell (RO), Juliette Cowburn (Coventry LG), Linda Holder (Birmingham LG), Sue Wood (Disabled Members SOG)


	

	03
	OPENING REMARKS

· The Secretary opened the meeting by introducing Esther Lowe (secretary) who would be taking over from Hazel Hunt as from the end of June on the administration of the APF Committee.

· The Secretary also informed the Committee that in future all Committee meeting would commence at 10.30 am in order to give everyone travelling long distances enough time to arrive and for the pre-meeting meeting to place prior to the start of the Committee meeting.

· Finally, the Secretary advised the Committee of an additional report tabled – Agenda item 4.6 Financial Report.


	HH/EL

	04
	MINUTES OF MEETING HELD ON 21 NOVEMBER 2002

The minutes as circulated were APPROVED as a true and correct record. 


	

	
	04.1
Matters Arising

(Min. 05/03) – Regional Race Action Plan 2003/4.  The Secretary reported that the plan had now been drafted ready for presentation to Regional Council for any amendments.  It was AGREED that this item would be put on the agenda of the next APF Committee Meeting in June.

(Min.05/04) – Reports from sponsored MPs.  The Vice Chair again raised the issue of receiving reports to the Committee from sponsored MP’s.  It was AGREED that the Secretary would action this matter.


	TR/HH/EL

TR

	05
	ELECTIONS

05.1
Election of Chairperson.  Pat Hetherton proposed and seconded.  Pat Hetherton ELECTED unopposed.

05.2
Election of Vice Chairperson.  Barry Russell proposed and seconded.  Barry Russell ELECTED unopposed.


	

	06
	REPORTS

West Midlands Regional Labour Party Board Meeting – 8 March 2003.  The Secretary informed the Committee that Pat Hetherton and Charlie Sarell now occupied the two seats from UNISON on the West Midlands Regional Labour Party Board.  A verbal report from Pat Hetherton was RECEIVED. 


	

	
	06.2
Report from Regional Labour Party Conference – 8/9 March.  Report previously circulated by Tony Rabaiotti as appendix (B) on the agenda was NOTED.  The Vice Chair asked for his congratulations to be recorded to those who put together the UNISON stall at the Conference at such short notice.  

The Secretary AGREED to pass on his congratulations to Val Harvey and Jan Bot-Obi who had run the stall on the two days of the Conference.


	TR

	
	06.3
Labour Party Spring Conference – 14 February 2003.  Pat Hetherton and Gordon Lyew had been the two regional delegates to this Conference.  A verbal report from Pat Hetherton was RECEIVED.


	

	
	06.4
Trade Union & Labour Party Liaison Organisation.  The Vice Chair asked that initials of organisations such as the above are not used on future agendas for the benefit of those who do not know what the initials meant.  AGREED.

A verbal report from Tony Rabaiotti, Secretary to the Trade Union & Labour Party Liaison Organisation Committee was RECEIVED.  In particular the Secretary referred to the following issues:-

· The purpose of the Committee – representation of all TUC affiliated trade unions in the region.

· Stop the BNP candidates at local elections.  Mailing to targeted areas and identifying key local newspapers to place adverts.  It was AGREED to notify Frank Woodcock of three additional local papers ie Metro, The Why, Advertiser.

· Anti-racism event in Manchester – 26 April.


	TR/HH/EL

TR/HH/FW

	
	06.5
Report of National Affiliated Political Committee Meeting.  Report as previously circulated as appendix (C) on the agenda was NOTED.  The Secretary informed the Committee that Pat Hetherton had now been elected to this Committee for the next 2 years.


	

	
	06.6
Finance Report.  An up to date Financial Report was circulated and NOTED.  The Secretary informed the Committee that the APF budget would now be administered from the region and it was AGREED that the Secretary would speak to Claire Kenny, Finance Clerk about providing an ‘opening and closing’ column on the Financial Report for the June meeting. 

A question was raised in regard to the payment of Constituency Development Agreements and the Secretary AGREED to check out the new system for payment.


	TR

TR



	07
	APF NATIONAL FORUM – Glasgow 16/17 May 2003

07.1
Amendments to motions.  None received in advance but following some discussion it was AGREED to submit the following two amendment for the National Forum:-

North West Region Motion 1 – Regional Government.  At the end of the first sentence delete full stop and add ‘where there is a majority in favour within that region.’

Eastern Region Motion 1 – Ending the Two-Tier Workforce.  Add second paragraph:-

‘This is of particular relevance to the NHS where the two-tier workforce is currently in existence and is likely to grow further due to the proposals to create Foundation Hospitals.’

Concern was expressed by some delegates that one of the motions from the West Midlands had been ruled out of order on a technicality.  Concerns were NOTED and it was AGREED that the Secretary would ask another region (preferably the East Midlands) to make the appropriate amendment to the West Midlands motion on PFI.

The Secretary also AGREED to write to APF Forum delegates giving details of the start and finish times of the Forum.


	TR

TR

TR

	08
	WAR WITH IRAQ

General discussion took place and it was AGREED to put this item back on the agenda for the next meeting in June.


	TR/HH/EL

	09
	REVIEW OF THE UNISON POLITICAL FUND 2003

Report enclosed with the agenda and the recommendations were AGREED.  It was NOTED that a Special Regional Council would be taking place on the 10 May regarding the Review of the UNISON Political Fund and that details of would be circulated next week.  A national person would be present at the Special RC and the Secretary asked that people let him know in advance of any issues they wish to raise by 28 April.


	TR

	10
	APF TRAINING

Charlie Sarell was not in attendance but the Secretary reported that training had previously been set up but had had to be cancelled because of lack of response.  Only three people had indicated their willingness to attend.

Following some discussion it was AGREED that the Secretary speak to Charlie Sarell about setting up training some time in October.  This would enable anyone wishing to attend to arrange for time off from their employer.


	TR

	11
	APF WEB SITE

Again Charlie Sarell was not in attendance but the Secretary AGREED to speak to him about getting the web-site set up as quickly as possible.


	TR

	12
	CORRESPONDENCE

· Letter from the Regional TUC asking for nomination to become Magistrates at the Staffordshire Commission of the Peace.


	

	13
	ANY OTHER URGENT BUSINESS

No other items of business raised.


	

	14
	DATE AND TIME OF NEXT MEETING

Friday 13 June 2003 commencing at 10.30 am in the UNISON Regional Centre.
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